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he idea of lawyers and judges struggling with issues of
substance abuse and mental illness is not pleasant to

think about. But the reality is that these struggles happen
every day among legal professionals in NC.
While the affected lawyers suffer directly, the impact
of their issues goes much further. Their capacity to practice
law is impaired. Their families and those who work alongside them are put in peril, as are their clients. And, without
intervention and treatment, things only get worse.
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cost as high as $62,000, which is seldom covered by insurance. Ongoing
relapse prevention counseling or general mental health counseling has a lower price tag, but still
ranges from $5,000-$8,000 a year per lawyer, and that does not include medication costs.
Since 2007, the Foundation has provided $92,825 to lawyers and judges who could not afford
the appropriate level of care. The Foundation paid for in-patient treatment, therapy appointments,
out-patient treatment, and medication with grants and loans mostly in the range of $1,000 to $5,000.
Funds are provided based on demonstrated need and all funds go directly to treatment providers,
not the lawyers or judges. Repayments from loans are returned to the original fund. The identity of
beneficiaries of financial assistance from the Foundation is confidential information and is not
shared with the Foundation Board.
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The LAP Foundation seeks to raise $250,000 to support NC LAP

grant and loan amounts, the goal is to triple the number of lawyers and
judges receiving financial assistance for services each year.

This Benefits All of Us
Helping lawyers and judges recover from alcohol and drug problems and mental illness
issues is an investment in the justice system that benefits everyone. When lawyers and judges get the
help they need, the system is strengthened, the risk of tainting the reputation of lawyers in general is
thwarted and the entire legal community benefits. Please join us in making sure the help is there for
them.

Thank You for Your Generous Support

